DESIRE IS A FACT OF LIFE.
FROM TIME TO TIME WE ALL
DES!RE SOMETHING MORE
OR DIFFERENT, SOMETIMES
IT'S A SMALL THING AND
SOMETIMES IT'S NOT.

STO RY: HEATH E R HILL

Stress, fear, expectations, unfulfilled dreams, excuses, lack of sleep and/or time can all erode
one's sense of clarity and purpose. Regardless of how often this happens, I find myself
continually amazed by the little occurrences that arise to salvage my sense of wellbeing. It could
arrive in the form of art, or a kind word from a stranger. Sometimes it's a dog catching a stick, a
child playing with his grandfather in the park, a majestic landscape, or a song that comes on the
radio seemingly at the perfect moment. That's what Leuty Lifeguard Station became for me on
one dark, stormy day.
I have been a runner since I was a little girl ... running is also from where many of my musical
inspirations come. One day, while I was running along the boardwalk by Lake Ontario in The
Beach, a fierce storm was threatening to unleash itself. That day, I was running to escape the
weight of my responsibilities as a mom, wife, daughter, friend, and the feeling that my dreams
were stagnating. I stopped in front of Leuty Lifeguard Station where the storm, the power of
nature, and the beckoning tower all but wiped clean the storm that was brewing inside me. As I
stood there, a song came about the gift of help and all the forms in which it presents itself to us.
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In the song, I wanted to capture how a storm and hard
times can galvanize and set you back on the right path so that
you can love again. I wanted to capture the strong feelings that
local Beachers might have about Leuty Lifeguard Station. As

Heather. Hill and

Bill McLean from the Beach Metro said, "This landmark has
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been photographed and painted hundreds of times, and now
there is a song".
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listen to the song, check out
www.heatherhill.ca
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While this song has been around for a few years, it
has undergone many songwriting edits and has even been
re-recorded a few times. Funny enough, Leuty Station has
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proved to be quite a conversation piece. One of my favorite
discussions happened in California with a hit songwriter. She
couldn't understand why I would like a beach when a storm

".....,--···~f

The benches are free and
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was setting in, and no one was there. She liked hot sunny
beach days filled with sunbathers and ice cream. I agreed, but
told her that living in a beach town brings throngs of people
on most days. Some days you just want to be alone with the
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lake, your thoughts and the storm. Sometimes you can't find
sunshine and happiness without reflection and hard times.
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Mr. Lee had first named a little boat "Leuty", in honour of his
wife, who passed away in 1902. Over the years, Mr. Lee's
sons subdivided the property, a street was called Leuty, and
subsequently so was the lifeguard station.

Mr. Lee had first named a little
boat "Leuty",in honour of his
wife, who passed away in 1902.
The actual station was built in 1920, has been moved four
times, and was nearly knocked down over a decade ago. In my
conversations with Gene, he said that the lifeguard station has
a real emotional appeal for the both locals and visitors. Ninetyeight percent of people polled wanted to keep it. The S.O.S.
(Save our Station) team saved the station with its fundraising
efforts. Led by former lifeguard Chris Layton, a committee
formed to repair and maintain the Leuty. It included Gene
Domagala, Glenn Cochrane, Mary Campbell, Bill Suddick,
Howard Fines, and another former lifeguard, Tom Jakobek.
Fundraising included selling S.O.S. (Save Our Station)
t-shirts and coffee mugs which featured a Bill Suddick drawing
of the building. They even built a miniature replica of the station
called "Little Leuty Lifeguard Station".
Since that west-coast conversation, I recently launched

At 92 years old, Leuty Lifeguard Station has had a face-lift,

my CD "Leuty Station" to a packed house at the Drake

received two awards from the City, and is still saving lives each

Underground, received several reviews and am now touring

year. While the City of Toronto now maintains this station, we

the album in Canada. Local radio host, Laura Di Battista played

have an icon that continues to save and inspire.

the song on CBC's 'Here and Now', and the album has been
featured on 'Daytime Toronto' as well as on 'CFRB In the
Studio'. In small towns, I play this song in my set, and people
always come up to me and tell me they know a place like Leuty.
This past week I played in Orillia and a woman in the audience
said she loved every part of beach living - the storms, the sun,
the family time, the picnics. With teary eyes she told me that the
storms of life make you stronger and the lifeguard station is a
reminder that we are not alone.
After talking to various interviewers, I realized I needed
more history about Leuty Lifeguard Station, and who better to
ask than Gene Domagala, first Beach Citizen of the Year and
historian. He told me that the old lifeguard station was named
afterthe wife of Walter Sutherland Lee, who owned all of
the land east of Lee Avenue (some 20 acres) in the Beach.

for more story details visit this story Link at www.localmagazine.ca
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